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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

HENAAC’S 2010 LUMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Great Minds in STEM™ is proud to announce the HENAAC 7
th 

Annual Luminaries.  This year’s Luminaries 

represent professionals in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) who are leading, 

collaborating and initiating key programs and research within their respective organizations.  Each 

honoree is recognized for his/her contributions to the Hispanic technical community as a leader and role 

model.  This year, we are happy to present the 2010 Luminary class with 24 extraordinary Hispanic 

engineers and scientists from corporate, government, and military sectors.  

 

Luminaries will be honored at two separate events. Military recipients will be honored on Thursday, 

October 7, 2010 at The Salute to our STEM Military & Civilian Heroes Dinner and Corporate and 

Government recipients will be honored Friday, October 8, 2010 at the Luminary Awards Luncheon.  Both 

recognition events will be held during the HENAAC Conference which will be held in Lake Buena Vista, 

Florida at Disney’s Coronado Springs Resort. 

 

Ivette R. Aponte    Carlos Avila    

Aerospace Technologist    Communications Security Systems Engineer 

Facilities Division    Cryptologic Systems Group 

NASA Kennedy Space Center   U.S. Air Force 

 

Pedro F. Bracho    Fernando A. Pessoa Cavalcanti, Ph.D. 

Lead, Littoral Combat Ship Mine   Oxidation Pilot Plant Scientist 

Countermeasures Mission Module Dept. Performance Monomers 

Naval Surface Warfare Center, Panama City The Dow Chemical Company 

U.S. Navy        

 

Jose Ramon Chavez, Jr.    Luis L. Cirihal 

Distinguished Engineer    Global Business Director 

Global Technology Services   Dow Elastomers 

IBM      The Dow Chemical Company 

 

Natalia Correa     Victoria DeMatteis 

Scientist, Global Nonwovens   Engineering Senior Manager for 747-9 

Kimberly Clark Corporation   Intercontinental Program, Commercial Airplanes 

      The Boeing Company 

 

Alejandro R. Diaz    Carlos A. Flores 

Spacecraft Systems Engineer 4   Computer Systems Architect Senior Staff 
Commercial Crew Development Program Program: F-22 Raptor, Aeronautics Company 

Defense, Space and Security   Lockheed Martin  

The Boeing Company 



Henrry La Rosa     Marisabel Lebron-Colon, Ph.D.  

Senior Engineer, Electronic Systems  Chemical Engineer 

Electronic Systems    Polymers Branch, Structures and 

ITT Corporation     Materials Division 

      NASA Glenn Research Center 

 

Wendy Martinez    Anthony J. Medina 

Principal Electrical Engineer   Deputy Director 

Integrated Product Team Lead,    Energetic Component Realization Center 

Integrated Defense Systems   Sandia National Laboratories 

Raytheon 

 

Jessica C. Padilla    Napoleon E. Pinos 

Project Manager, Crew and Thermal  Program Manager 

Systems Division    Post Production Support 

NASA Johnson Space Center   Northrop Grumman Corporation 

 

Richard Quinto     Javier Alexander Reina 

Electrical Responsible Engineer II  Branch Manager, Torpedo Systems Department 

X-47B UCAS-D Program    Test Equipment Engineering Branch 

Aerospace Systems    Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division, Newport 

Northrop Grumman Corporation  U.S. Navy 

 

Isaias Rodriguez    Manuel Romero, Ph.D. 

Interface Coordinator, Kuito Project  Senior Scientist 

Global Upstream & Gas, Angola   Measurements and Characterization Division 

Construction Manager    National Center for Photovoltaics 

Chevron     National Renewable Energy Laboratory 

 

Jose Alejandro Sepulveda, Ph.D.  Luz Spann-Labato 

Associate Professor    Program Manager 

Dept. of Industrial Engineering and  North Atlantic Division 

Management Systems    U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

University of Central Florida 

 

William Wong     Hilda Zepeda-Figueroa 

Senior Civil Engineer    Manager 

Architecture and Facilities Engineering  ISP Network Engineering 

Disneyland Resort    Verizon Telecommunications 

The Walt Disney Company   Verizon 

 

 

For more information on the HENAAC Conference or other Great Minds in STEM™ programs please visit 

www.greatmindsinstem.org  

 

 

 

 

 


